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Welcome to November, as we are blessed with more rain. We must see this as our Dear Lord raining His
blessings down upon us.

As we move our clocks back and gain that extra hour, may we be reminded to say an extra prayer against
abortion. As Bill 163 (Bubble Zone legislation) went to third reading, received royal assent and was recently
passed with a  vote  of  86 to 1,  we need to continue to pray for  an end to abortion.  In  your  prayers,
remember the little souls that have gone to heaven well before their time. Since we cannot be across the
street form the abortuary on Bank Street during these last days of the 40 Days for Life, we are asked to
continue to fast and pray for an end to abortion. One may go to St. Patrick’s Basilica and pray during the day
or pray at our own churches. The passing of this law will change things for the 40 Days for Life in the future.
We can continue to attend the monthly Pro-Life masses being held across the city, to have a pro-life centre
in Ottawa. We need to pray for the protection of life from conception to natural death.

In November, may we pray especially for the loved ones we have lost, either over the last year or over past
years. 

I was able to be at the Solemn Holy Mass on October 13th at Notre Dame Cathedral in celebration of the
100th anniversary of the apparition of the Blessed Mother Mary to the three shepherd children at Fatima. I
was not able to join in the procession from St. Patrick’s Basilica to Notre Dame Cathedral with the statue of
Our Lady, but it was a sight to see when the procession arrived at the cathedral with the statue. When they
opened the church doors, all that I could see was our Blessed Mother. I could not see anyone carrying her
nor following her. It was a sight to see. Then as she got closer, I saw that she was being carried and then a
throng of devoted followers processed in behind her. It was a very special moment for me. At first I thought
that  the church was not  very full,  forgetting that  Our  Lady and her followers would be coming.  Once
everyone arrived, the church was full to capacity. There were people there of all ages, from young to old.
The mass was very special and we were able to touch the statue after. Everyone wanted a photograph taken
with her. You would have thought that Our Lady was a rock star. 

It was a very touching time for me as I too touched and gazed upon the statue of Our Lady of Fatima.

May Our Lady of Good Counsel pray for us and keep us well - in mind, body and soul.


